RORMAN M. MARING, PH.O.

PROFESSOA OF CHUNTH HISTORY
TEAN OF THE FACLILTY

May &, 1975

MEMCRANDUM TO: Professors Kech, MeDaniel, and Vandsrlip
FROMs Dean Norman Maring

REs Withdrawalef Application Ly Frospective Students

The attached letter is beinz sent to you, because it reflects one of

the problems emcountered in recruitment efforts, It is sent not in an
accusatory spirit, but in a spirlti of perplexiiy experienced when we lose
promising prospective students because of inmpressions recelved from our
own students and alumni, In the light of faculty desires to atiract a
better quality of student, it is therefore discourasging to lese iwo bro=
thers who have OPis of 3,75 and 3.37. Another student of similar acadenmic
record from a good college withdrew recently to atiend another seminary
for essentially the sams reasons,

Unless we keep in mind the context inwhich our seminary exlsts, we shall
find it increasingly difficult to remain a viable institutlon, We recruit
largely from conservative churches and colleges, or from Inter-Varsity
groups at universities, These students are looking for a clearly conserva-
tive, evancelical seminary and are especially concerned aboui instruction
in Bible, Although we expect them to be exposed to new ldeas and to
broaden their outlocks during the seminary years, I guess thai we need

to think further about the extent te which, and the aprroaches by which,

Deoes any of you have suggesticns 1o meoke pertinent o the issue ralsed

by this letter? Should we discuss again the guestion of character and

image in relation to our understanding of "conservative”? Would it be helpful
to have the Bible profeszors mest with President, Viece fresident, and

Dean? Much as I wish that the subject could be filed away in a draver,

there seems to be no way of aveolding further discussion of thls recur-

ring problem,
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